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For Immediate Release
Insurance Brokers Association of Nova Scotia Advises Nova Scotians about the Importance of Being Prepared for Wet Weather
HALIFAX, September 30, 2015 – The Insurance Brokers Association of Nova Scotia (IBANS) would like to advise Nova Scotians that the autumn is the season for tropical storms and hurricanes.  

A severe weather system will be bringing a significant amount of rain to the Atlantic provinces.  The system will start this evening and it is anticipated to last through to Monday.  Rainfall amounts are expected to exceed 150 mm in some areas.
"Being prepared and knowing what to do in the event of an emergency is the key to safety. Take the time to share these valuable tips with your family as being prepared will save lives.” Some other items to consider are what is covered under your existing policy.  Please see below for a general outline as found on www.ibc.ca.
Are you covered?
1. Talk to your insurance representative to make sure you have appropriate coverage.
1. Damage to homes caused by hail or wind is usually covered. This includes damage caused by flying debris or falling branches or trees, or damage to your home and contents from water entering through openings caused by wind or hail.
1. Damage to vehicles from wind, hail or water is usually covered if comprehensive or all perils coverage auto insurance has been purchased. This coverage isn't mandatory, so check your policy.
1. In general, overland flooding resulting in water entering a home is not covered. Overland flooding usually occurs when bodies of water, such as rivers, dams and other watercourses, overflow onto dry land and cause damage to residential areas. Overland flooding and seepage can't be covered by home insurance because it is only a risk for the small percentage of the population who live in a flood plain. Since the purpose of insurance is to spread risk among many policyholders, flood insurance for those at risk would be unaffordable.
1. Water damage in a basement due to a sewer backup is only covered if specific sewer backup coverage has been purchased.
1. In certain circumstances, homeowners who are unable to return home due to insurable damage are entitled to additional living expenses.
There’s never been a better time to talk to your broker and ensure you’re covered for all eventualities.

Founded in 1949, the Insurance Brokers Association of Nova Scotia is a not-for-profit trade association. 
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For further information please contact: 
Karen Slaunwhite, BA, BPR, MEd, CAIB (Hon)
Executive Director, IBANS
380 Bedford Highway
Halifax, NS  B3M 2L4
(902) 876-0526	
karen@ibans.com				

Visit our website www.ibans.com to learn more
Follow IBANS on Twitter @InsuranceNS
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